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Welcome to StartLife 

The agrifood industry is actively searching for 
sustainable food alternatives, like plant-based dairy, 
land-based salmon and, oh yes, bugs! The industry is 
also concerned with a more sustainable use of 
resources, striving to minimize water usage and crop 
spoilage and optimizing the circularity of materials. 
How can corporates ensure trust, quality and fair 
ownership in their agrifood supply chains? And how 
can we keep our waters safe from blue algae?

Nine early-stage startups that address these global 
challenges have taken part in the StartLife Accelerate 
Spring 2020 program to prepare their business for 
acceleration.

• CELINE
• Mythronics
• InsectoCycle
• NaturalPond
• PAR+
• CIED
• Time Travelling Milkman
• Van Holland Zalm
• NXT Cotton Solutions
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On behalf of the 
StartLife team,

Flora Vogelzang
Program coordinator
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Graduation Day Program
24 June 2020

15.30 Welcome – Jan Meiling

15.35 Program highlights – Loet Rammelsberg

15.40 

16.05

How will the covid-19 pandemic reshape our 
food supply chains?

CIED: helping build safe, sustainable & 
fairly owned supply chains with blockchain

 Time Travelling Milkman: lipid 
ingredients for sustainable and appetizing 
dairy alternatives

Van Holland Zalm: the first 100% Dutch 
land-based salmon farm

NXT Cotton Solutions: from used jeans to 
renewed cotton fibers

16.55  Closing words

17:00  Virtual Meeting Lounge & Startup 
Round Tables

18.00  Closure

Startup Pitches (part 1)

CELINE: irrigation water always ‘at the 
right taste’ for greenhouse horticulture

Mythronics: real-time autonomous grading 
& sorting system powered by AI for fresh 
produce

InsectoCycle: enabling the insect supply 
chain

 NaturalPond: sustainable cure for blue-
green algal blooms

PAR+: optimizing light transmission inside 
greenhouses with high tech coating

16.30 Startup Pitches (part 2)

16.50 Alumni Update: SAIA Agrobotics

15.00 Virtual Walk In

Panel – Sheila Struyk (Shift Invest)



Founded in: 
Location: 
Branch: 

September 2018
Heerenveen, the Netherlands
Farm Robotics, Mechanization, and 
Equipment

Contact person: Wilco Dijkstra
E-mail: w.dijkstra@sensor-factory.com
Phone number: +31 6 1520 9889
Website: www.celine.frl

CELINE
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Factsheet 

Notes

CELINE brings the Indoor horticulture irrigation water 
on taste with automated water and nutrient 
management. The CELINE technology measures all 
nutrients online, directly in the irrigation water and 
drain water. By connecting the nutrient data to 
individual nutrient dosing systems, we can change the 
irrigation water directly to the requested composition. 
Irrigation water on the right nutrient levels gives 
plants in indoor horticulture more energy. This energy 
will be used for the plant vegetables. The plants will 
produce more yield (5%) and better quality 
vegetables. CELINE helps to feed the future. 

Founded by 
CELINE is a spin off company of The Sensor Factory 
and lead by Wilco Dijkstra (CEO), who initiated the 
product development in the role of product owner at 
The Sensor Factory. Wilco holds a bachelor degree in 
applied chemistry and worked on the technology from 
the beginning. Wilco is joined by Evert van de 
Werfhorst, a bioprocess engineer and entrepreneur in 
water technology. Evert is one of the founders of The 
Sensor Factory.

Factsheet

How You Can Help
We are looking for an investor who is willing to invest 
€1.500.000 to finance the finalize product 
development of the CELINE technology and implement 
it into the greenhouse horticulture.

beek129
Underline



Mythronics

Founded in: 
Location: 
Branch: 

March 2018
Delft, the Netherlands 
Supply Chain Technologies 

Contact person: Soheil Jahanshahi
E-mail: soheil@mythronics.com 
Phone number: +31 6 1995 5777
Website: www.mythronics.nl
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Notes

Mythronics BV is active in AI and robotics applications 
for Agriculture and food industry in general. Our 
vision is to enable our customers to gain operational 
efficiency and reduce labour cost while maximising 
their profit. We combine three disruptive technologies 
of robotics and Hyper-spectral imaging and Artificial 
intelligence to harvest, sort and monitor fresh 
produce, and help companies feed the future 
generation. Our noble approach offers better ways to 
ensure food suppliers maximize their production while 
ensuring the stable quality assessment of their 
product. This will eliminate labour cost, dependency 
and training efforts extensively.

Founded by 
Soheil Jahanshahi, a YesDelft graduate, started the 
company in 2018 after a few years of working 
experience as software engineer, including lead 
engineer (CTO) at a AI-startup. Mid 2019 Steven 
Timmer joined Soheil as part-time marketing & 
communication manager, while also working as  
operational product manager at Royal Brinkman.

Factsheet

How You Can Help
Mythronics is currently fundraising and interested to 
connect with investors active in agri-tech space. Also 
interested to connect to companies that believe in a 
better food sorting system that works for the people 
and the planet. 



InsectoCycle

Founded in: 
Location: 
Branch:  

March 2018
Wageningen, the Netherlands 
Novel Farming Systems

Contact person: Jason Kiem
E-mail: 
Phone number: +31 6 2349 3867
Website: www.insectocycle.nl
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jason.kiem@insectocycle.nl

Notes

InsectoCycle's ambition is to become a full service 
provider for insect farmers. Its vision is to turn used 
stables into insect farms, provide rearing 
knowledge, supply breeding materials, make sales 
guarantees for their produce, and sell processed 
insect products to the feed industry. To make this 
reality InsectoCycle just built an R&D facility, and 
created a vast network of stakeholders to develop 
the insect sector into a mature supply chain. 

Founded by
Together with his former colleague Jesse 
(technology), Jason (director) started thinking about 
circular farming systems in the summer of 2017. On 
a quest for a biologist they found one on YouTube 
named Seppe (biology). In his apartment in 
Wageningen he devoted a room for a small circular 
food production system which turns kitchen waste 
into food. One of those links were the black soldier 
fly larvae. Soon afterwards Jason contacted Seppe, 
and InsectoCycle was founded.

Factsheet

How You Can Help
We are looking for an experienced senior with 
interest in protein transition that is capable in 
building organizations and managing multiple 
large projects.



NaturalPond

Founded in: 
Location: 
Branch: 

March 2020
Wageningen, the Netherlands 
Aquatic Ecology & Technology

Contact person: Rik ter Horst
E-mail: rth@naturalpond.eu 
Phone number: +31 6 5245 0053
Website:  www.naturalpond.eu
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Notes

NaturalPond B.V. is a growing company that 
develops, tests and produces sustainable additives 
to improve water quality in surface water 
throughout the world. Our current main goal is to 
combat blue-green algae blooms in surface water by 
bringing our first product (also called NaturalPond) 
to the market. This product is a natural and 
sustainable additive to treat surface water with 
blue-green algae. 

Founded by
NaturalPond B.V. was founded by Rik ter Horst 
(MBA) and Rikje van de Weerd (PhD, Environmental 
Science) after their collaboration led to a successful 
product in the field. By researching and inventing 
additives in water, Rik returned to his roots in 
agricultural sciences. When he met Rikje 
(background in science and consultancy) in 2015, it 
was an easy decision to work together due to the 
shared interest in innovation and the valuable 
addition of Rikje's knowledge and network in the 
water quality world.

Factsheet

How You Can Help
NaturalPond wants to collaborate with partners that 
are interested in improving water quality. We are 
looking for possibilities for paid pilots this summer, 
to test our product in new situations and 
possibilities to access the international market.



Par+

Founded in: 
Location: 
Branch:

2019
Delft, the Netherlands
Farm Robotics, Mechanization, and 
Equipment

Contact person: Sadiq van Overbeek
E-mail: sadiq@physee.eu
Phone number: +31 6 1175 1285
Website: n/a
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Notes

PAR+ is a fully sustainable solution for increasing 
the amount of light transmission inside greenhouses 
above 100%. With our growing population in 
worsening climate conditions, we become more 
dependent on crops from protective greenhouse 
environments. Unfortunately, often the bottleneck 
for production in these greenhouses is the amount 
of grow light. Also known as PAR. In fact: studies 
show that 1% more PAR equals roughly 1% more 
production. PAR+ is a greenhouse coating that 
converts UV light that can be deleterious to many 
crops into PAR light. By applying it on greenhouses, 
we can achieve up to 7.5% more PAR light.

Founded by
Mother company Physee was founded by YesDelft 
graduates Willem Kesteloo and Ferdinand 
Grapperhaus Jr. in 2014. In 2019 product owner 
Sadiq van Overbeek initiated the business 
development of daughter startup PAR+ into the 
horticultural industry, winning immediately the 
Topsector T&U Innovation Prize.

Factsheet

How You Can Help
We are looking for an agritech investor who 
is willing to invest €1.000.000 to make PAR+ 
profitable.



CIED

October 2017
Heerlen, the Netherlands 
Supply Chain Technologies 

Contact person: Akash Mathew
E-mail: akash@cied.eu
Phone number: +31 6 5577 6731
Website: www.cied.eu
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Notes

CIED builds the next-generation software solutions in 
the agro-food industry with a combination of block-
chain & Internet of Things. Our aim is to increase 
trust, fair ownership practices and sustainability in 
agri food supply chains internationally. We also 
demonstrate our tools via our own marketplace of 
food brands that are co owned by farmers & farm to 
fork tech enabled by CIED. 

Founded by
CIED BV is a technology startup founded by Akash 
Mathew (CEO) and Sudeesh Narayanan (CTO) in 
2017. Both entrepreneurs have got extensive 
experience in entrepreneurship since 2011, 
establishing two companies in India and one in The 
Netherlands. Since 2013, the co-founders have 
worked with several thought leaders in the food 
sector such as Unilever, Solidaridad and IDH by 
helping them build technology solutions to ensure 
sustainability in agrifood supply chains.

Factsheet
Founded in: 
Location: 
Branch: 

How You Can Help
We are looking for a strategic investor with a 
good network in the FMCG sector to raise 
€250.000 to scale up our product development 
& marketing efforts. 



Time Travelling Milkman

Founded in: 
Location: 
Branch:

January 2020
Wageningen, the Netherlands 
Innovative Foods & Ingredients 

Contact person: Dimitris Karefyllakis
E-mail:  dimitris@timetravellingmilkman.com 
Phone number: +31 6 1626 3796
Website: www.timetravellingmilkman.com

16 | StartLife Accelerate | Spring 2020

Notes

How You Can Help

Can the dairy alternatives become as appealing as 
traditional dairy? We believe so. Time-travelling 
Milkman is producing fat ingredients which ensure 
that the dairy alternatives of the future will be both 
sustainable and appetizing. Skeptical consumers 
often regard the existing dairy alternatives in the 
market as costly with inferior texture compared to 
dairy products. Based on the knowledge that texture 
and mouthfeel originate from the presence of fat 
inside the products, Time-travelling Milkman 
provides natural and stable fat ingredients that will 
help dairy alternative producers to satisfy their 
critical clients’ palate in an efficient and inexpensive 
way. 

Founded by
Dimitris Karefyllakis founded the company soon 
after completing his doctorate in food technology in 
2019 at Wageningen University (WUR). He is 
supported by Costas Nikiforidis, assistant professor 
at Biobased Chemistry and Technology Group of 
WUR.

Factsheet

We are looking for an impact investor who will 
assist us with Patent filing and MVP development by 
raising €500.000.



Van Holland Zalm

Founded in: 

Branch:

2017
Wageningen, the Netherlands 
Novel Farming Systems

Contact person:  Rob Dortmans
E-mail: rob.dortmans@vanholland-zalm.nl 
Phone number: +31 6 5289 0915
Website: n/a
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Notes

How You Can Help

Van Holland Zalm envisions to conserve land and 
water, promote biodiversity and be socially inclusive 
in all its activities; whilst operating an economically 
viable salmon farming business using state of the art 
technology. With our objective to set the new bench-
mark for sustainable, local and ultra-fresh land-based 
salmon production, we apply a circular approach in 
growing fish from egg to market size fish in a CO2 low 
footprint farming facility without the use of antibiotics 
and chemicals. With our technology and know-how we 
create a healthier and more sustainable future, for 
consumers, animals and environment.

Founded by
Van Holland Zalm is founded during the MSc program 
Aquaculture and Marine Resource Management of 
Wageningen University & Research by Rob Dortmans. 
In 2019 Rob was joined by ir. Maurice van den Broek, 
who worked at an engineering contractor and Royal 
Dutch Shell and was over 25 years active in the arena 
of setting up large scale industrial complexes from 
start to normal operation.

Factsheet

Location: 

We are looking for strategic and sustainably focused 
investors to support pre-production activities and to 
prepare for our final investment decision [FID].



NXT Cotton Solutions

Founded in: 
Location: 
Branch: 

2018
Rotterdam, the Netherlands
Ag Biotechnology

Contact person: Ewoud Overduin
E-mail: info@nxtcotton.com 
Phone number: +31 6 5881 3185
Website: www.nxtcotton.com
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Notes

Factsheet

From used jeans to renewed cotton fibers!

NXT Cotton Solutions (NCS) wants to make the 
textile industry circular! NCS realizes that via the 
patented method of elastane separation from 
cotton fibers. NCS wants to create the first 
technology platform in which the relevant parts of 
the supply chain are cooperating. The solutions 
will be proofed with our pilot facility. 

The solutions of NCS result in the re-use of 
scarce cotton and the reduction of CO2, water, 
land, and pesticides in the textile industry.

Founded by
NCS was founded by two Entrepreneurs, Ewoud 
Overduin & Ernst Visser, who are valorizing the 
worldwide patent from Wageningen University & 
Research. Ewoud & Ernst are well experienced in 
growing and organizing businesses in order to 
create long-lasting stakeholder value.

How You Can Help
1. Cooperating with an investor, familiar with the
textile manufacturing industry, who is willing to
invest €1.500.000 seed capital to finance R&D,
business development and marketing. 2. Assist to
find a CTO to join us.



Startups can apply at
www.start-life.nl/apply

Notes

StartLife 
Accelerate
Global Cohort - Fall 2020 – Apply now!
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Do you know startups that should also benefit from 
our accelerate program? Please inform them about 
our Fall 2020 program, which starts in September. 
Registration is open till 3 August 2020.



+31 317 489 342
info@start-life.nl
www.start-life.nl

Corporate partners

Program partners

Plus Ultra 
Bronland 12H
6708 WH Wageningen 
The Netherlands

Founding & Support partners
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